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Mark Halmar passed away Octo-
ber 19, 2009 surrounded by lov-
ing family. 
  

Mark was a part of White Pine 
from the very beginning. He held 
the bear cub that started it all. 
When we incorporated Mark was 
one of the first to be asked to be a 
board member. He agreed imme-
diately and was a great asset. We 
always enjoyed listening to Mark 
tell others about his encounters 
with the wildlife at White Pine. 
Mark continued as an advisor af-
ter leaving the board to help 
found the Eau Claire Lake Asso-
ciation.  
  

Mark was always there for us 
with encouragement and support. 
We are so glad that he was able to 
visit White Pine one last time 
with Bev & the grandchildren 
shortly before he passed away. 
Mark had some difficulty walking 
around on the rough ground so he 
and I were able to sit & visit 
while John showed the rest of the 
family around. We talked a lot 
that day about how far White Pine 
has progressed from the begin-
ning and how far we have yet to 
go.  
  

White Pine is grateful to Bev Hal-
mar & Family for donating a 
heavy duty, EZ-GO Electric Golf 
Cart in memory of Mark. Bev 
said it was important to Mark to 
make it easier for people to get 
around at White Pine.  

 
We will all miss Mark. He was a 
very special person. He cared 
about people, animals and the en-
vironment. He succeeded in mak-
ing the world a better place.  
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by June Owens 
 

Sometimes it all comes together just right. 
  

We had an opportunity to salvage usable &  saleable items from a house 
and garage that the owner did not want to move to a new home. It was a 
nice clear, but cold day. We called together a small crew, John, Grant 
Gengenbach, Patti Stangel, Jeff Zimmerman and Jeff’s kids, to do the 
job. The crew was finishing loading 
the last few items and securing the 
loads when we got a call about 2 
baby great horned owls on the 
ground near the Wells in Eau Claire.  
  

I called John to let him know. He 
planned to go check out the situation 
to see what needed to be done. The 
people who called were waiting for 
him at the site to show him where 
the owls were. The entire crew de-
cided to go along in case John 
needed some help. I can only imag-
ine what it looked like to the people 
there when 4 vehicles full of White 
Pine volunteers showed up.  
  

The two baby owls were on the 
ground, they would not survive long 
if left there. They belonged in a nest. They were too young to have been 
branching yet. Owls stay in the nest until they are strong enough to start 
leaving the nest for short periods to stand on a nearby branch. As they 
get older, stronger & braver, they will stay out of the nest for longer pe-
riods and start short flights as part of their development.  
  

The owls parents were at the site, distressed about the babies being on 
the ground and the people around them. That was a good thing. We 
knew that once we had the owls back into a substitute nest the parents 
would not have to be called in to care for them. It was a clear day so we 
could put the owls back right away. If it was freezing rain or other in-
clement weather we would have to take the baby owls to White Pine to 
care for them until the weather cleared. When we have placed baby owls 
back in substitute nests in the past we have had to do it after having 
them in care for a few days, take them back late in the evening and use 
an owl call to bring the parents back to the new nest. 
  

So far so good, the baby owls were in good health, the parents were 
there, the weather was cooperating. Now all we needed was a substitute 
nest, a ladder and some way to attach the nest into the tree. Luckily, dig-
ging though the load of treasures we had collected, we found a large 
wooden basket that was the perfect size for a great horned owl nest, 
some rope to secure the nest onto the tree branches and a long extension 
ladder to help climb the tree. 
  

 Jeff is an experienced logger and tree climber. Using the ladder he was 
able to get high enough to put the basket into the nest and 
secure it. Patti held the owls while the nest was being se-
cured. One by one she took them up into the tree as the par-
ents flew frantically around calling out to them. Once the 
babies were safe in the new nest and everyone left the tree 
area to watch from a distance, the parents calmed down and 
went to the nest to be sure the kids were safe & sound.  
 The people who called about the grounded owls and the 
White Pine crew were all amazed that the treasures picked 
up that day held everything needed to return the baby owls 
to the safety of their tree top nest. Some things are just 
meant to be! .  
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Volunteers are needed for many tasks at White Pine including: 

  

   Pick up/Transport animals     Work at Craft/Bake Sale     Help with building projects    
Fold newsletters    Bake for Bake Sale/Spaghetti Feed/Auction       Make craft Items 

Work at Thrift Sale/Spaghetti Feed/ Auction     Put up posters      Sell tickets            
    

If you would like to help, please call  June at  (715) 877-2372 
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White Pine is grateful to all of our consulting veterinarians for giving 
so generously of their time, expertise, and supplies. White Pine could 
not operate without them.  
 

Ark Animal Hospital   - Dr. Jeff Stepanek 
Eau Claire Animal Hospital - Dr. Craig Johnson, Dr. Cynthia Mather 
        Dr William Rogers, Dr. Jodi Bohl 
Family & Farm Veterinary Clinic, Hayward - Dr. Ed Haugen  
Hoof and Paw, Menomonie  - Dr. Foster Soper 
Kindness Animal Hospital  - Dr. Charles Arntson 
Kronenwetter Vet Care, Mosinee - Dr. Chris Bleifuss 
Northside Pet Hospital  -  Dr. David Menard, Dr Rebecca Lee, 
          Dr Carmi Simonson  
Oakwood Hills Animal Hospital - Dr. Robert Bohacek,       
        - Dr. Pam Ogden, Dr. Kevin Landorf 
         - Dr. Joan Schumacher 
Dr. Marv Smith,  Eau Claire  - Formerly of Eau Claire Animal Hosp. 

Mosinee Vet Clinic, Mosinee - Dr Robert Pope 

Westgate Animal Hospital  - Dr. Nate Meyer, Dr Duane Vollendorf, 
       - Dr Pam Hansen, Dr. Julia Foster-Gawley 
   

You can help us thank these caring Veterinarians by patronizing them 
when your pets need help. 

 

Shredder, our Great Horned Owl,  & Sophie, our Snowy Owl, want to welcome Owlivia, a Saw-Whet Owl, to 
the ranks of Wildlife Ambassadors at White Pine. 
 
Owlivia came from the Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota. She has limited sight and flight so is 
non-releasable. White Pine applied to adopt another Saw-Whet Owl when Lucky passed away last year. We 
are all thrilled to have her here. 
 
Owlivia was named by the third grade students at Lake Shore Elementary, just as Lucky was. Owlivia has 
already done a number of programs and looks forward to meeting more people in the coming years. She will 
contribute her “Words From the Wise” to future White Pine Newsletters.  
 
From “Owl” of us at White Pine: We wish you a healthy & happy holiday season and a wonderful new year. 
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If you would prefer to receive your White Pine News electronically, 
send an email to info@whitepinewildlife.org and we will send you 
a .pdf copy when each new newsletter is available. 

A Great Blue Heron looks over 
its new home moments after 

release. 
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So far this year White Pine has 
accepted 846 wild animals for 
rehabilitation Five bears will 
hibernate here for the winter 
and will be released in April 
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1 blk W of Hwy 93 on Lorch Ave. 
Eau Claire   
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Veolia Environmental Services discount on dump-
sters 
 
Cascade Tissue Group donation of paper products 
 
Mark Wise, Dan Perkins & Pet Food Plus/Paws & 
Claws Total Dog for sponsoring Expo Center rental 
fees for the Save The Critters Sale. 
 
The Creamery for donation of French bread for the 
Spaghetti Feed. 
 
Aziza Houser for holding a Charity Birthday Party 
for her 9th birthday. In lieu of gifts for herself she re-
quested donations to White Pine. It is an honor to re-
ceive such a generous donation. 
 
To everyone who made our April Benefit Auction, 
August Save The Critters Sale and September Spa-
ghetti Feed a success. Your donations of treasures, 
time & talent are very much appreciated. 
 
Mega Pick N Save East for daily donations of culled 
produce for the bears & other critters. We could not 
afford to take care of the bears without this generous 
help.  
 

EZ New Media, Kris & Jim Zons for the advertis-
ing campaign for our Benefit Auction & Save the 
Critters Sale and for Web site design & maintenance. 
Without their help there would be no web site or 
video PSA’s for our events.  
 
VFW Post 305 for use of the hall for our Spaghetti 
Feed.  
 
EBY Brown for donation of damaged bags of critter 
foods & supplies.  
 
Badger Bait for donations & discounts on worms & 
waxies.  
 
Pet Food Plus for discount on supplies & acting as a 
drop off point for White Pine. 
 
Eau Claire Morning Rotary Club  for choosing 
White Pine as one of the recipients of the proceeds of 
their 3rd Annual Charity Golf Outing in September.  
 
Hannah & Sophie Cedarblade, Dayton & Elayna 
Gutsch, and Mathew & Brando Cedarblade for 
operating a lemonade stand in Elk Mound this sum-
mer and donating the profits to White Pine. 
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Without the generous donations of money, time, and materials from our many fine supporters, White 
Pine would not be able to care for injured & orphaned wildlife. We truly appreciate your help.  
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Send your receipts from Gordy’s  to:  
White Pine Wildlife Rehab Center 
S3091 Oak Knoll Rd. 
Fall Creek, WI  54742 
  

Receipts need to be less than 6 
months old so please make it a 
habit to send them each month. 
White Pine receives a percentage 
of the receipts as a donation from 
Gordy’s. 
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Don’t throw them away, take your 
used printer ink cartridges to: 

One Source 
202 So. Barstow, Eau Claire 

and be sure to designate White Pine 
as your choice of charity - they will 
donate money to us for each 
cartridge 
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This newsletter is available in 
color on our WEB page. Our 
WEB site is: 
www.whitepinewildlife.org 
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Mega Foods has a new program to help non-profit organizations. By purchasing gift cards valid at all Mega 
Foods and Mega Holiday stores you can benefit White Pine Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. Gift cards in the 
Care ‘N Share program can be purchased at any Mega Food service counter in denominations of $25, $50, 
or $100. Be sure to tell the clerk at the time of purchase of the card that you want it to benefit White Pine 
and give them our Charity ID number: CNS 1119 
Gift cards make great gifts for anyone on your shopping list or you can use them yourself and benefit White 
Pine. 
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Volunteers are needed for many tasks at White Pine including: 

  

   Pick up/Transport animals     Work at Craft/Bake Sale     Help with building projects    
Fold newsletters    Bake for Bake Sale/Spaghetti Feed/Auction       Make craft Items 

Work at Thrift Sale/Spaghetti Feed/ Auction     Put up posters      Sell tickets            
    

If you would like to help, please call  June at  (715) 877-2372 
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From Betty Andrus in memory of my husband, Orv Andrus . He loved critters of all kinds -  including chil-
dren. We enjoyed watching the wildlife that ventured into our yard from the gully behind the house. The feed-
ers were kept full and welcoming to any and all. We always prayed for the souls of the animals. As I watch 
the birds & animals every day I am reminded of his love and kindness over the 63 short years we had to-
gether.  
  

From Elaine Eliason in memory of my son, Randy. You are in my heart & thoughts forever. 
  

From Barbara Kelly-Karwoski in memory of my father, Roy Kelly, who passed away in May 2006. He loved 
and was kind to all animals. 
  

From Rachel Kaeding in memory of my husband Harold “Buck” Kaeding . You are always with me. 
  

From Lois & Everett Jon Papke in memory of Kay Beth Kohnke Kirkham who passed away February 12, 
2009. Kay Beth loved her dogs. 
  

From Darla Sorensen in memory of my brother-in-law, Gary Blexrude. He had a great appreciation of wild-
life and especially enjoyed a glimpse of deer passing by his cabin up north.  
  

From the Motto Family in memory of Eric Nixdorf who shared love with his family, dogs and nature. 
  

From John & Carolyn Barstad and Richard Lokken in memory of “Grandma Evie”, Evelyn Berg. She 
passed away March 22. 
  

From Family & numerous friends in memory of Treva Badour. Treva was a sweet, gentle person. She treas-
ured the time she spent with family and friends. Her love and kindness will be missed by so many.  
  

From Loretta, David & Elise in memory of our Husband & Father, Blaine Manor. He is always with us in 
spirit. We love & miss him very much.. 
  

From Sally Glasener in memory of my wonderful husband, “Soapy” . The memories of our years together 
will always be in my heart. 
  

From Diane Boetcher in memory of my loving husband David Boetcher. He was a wonderful husband & fa-
ther.  He passed his love & appreciation for all animals, wild & domestic, to our entire family. We miss him 
more than words can say. 
  

From Carol Braune in memory of my husband Rudy. He loved all creatures & we have the backyard to prove 
it. Furry & feathered all gather here daily. Love it! 
  

From Ken & Jean Simpson in memory of Robert Hjelsand, Altoona. 
  

From Elaine Lonning in memory of my Husband, Alton & my Daughter, Carol, two people who loved na-
ture. 
  

From Ron & Jan Nyhus in memory of our friend, Sharon Colburn’s Mother, Irene Munson. 
  

From Joel Levandowski in memory of my Dad, August “Augie” Levandowski. Dad passed away in July at 
the age of 85. He loved watching & feeding birds, squirrels and many other sorts of wildlife. Once, after 
weeks of standing patiently, he had a chickadee land to eat birdseed from his hand.  
  

From Bev Kruckman in memory of my Grandson,  Michael. We miss him very much. 
  

From Bev Halmar,  family & numerous friends in loving memory of Mark Halmar . Mark was a wonderful 
man. He truly cared about others and never hesitated to give of himself. Mark’s greatest joy was spending 
time with family and friends. Mark and his 2 yellow labs, Maggie & Abbie, were devoted to each other and 
spent many hours enjoying the outdoors together. He will be greatly missed by all who loved & were loved 
by him, especially Maggie & Abbie.  
  

From Robert & Van Knutson in memory of 2 wonderful neighbors, Victor Tollefson & Eugene Brantner 
they were both good outdoorsmen. 
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The Cardinal 
and the Chicka-
dee are recov-
ered and have 
been released. 

����� �
$��
���� �
(��'� �
"���������������������������;!�� �
;�)� ���

White Pine is a tax-deductible 501c(3) charity 
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S3091 Oak Knoll Rd. 
Fall Creek, WI  54742 

(715) 877-2372 
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White Pine has always run on a broken shoe string budget, barely able 
to keep ahead of expenses. Now we need your help more than ever. If 
you can afford to give, please think of White Pine. White Pine is the 
only wildlife rehab center in this part of the state. We care for 800 to 
1000 wild critters from 22 counties every year. We present over 50 
programs to schools, clubs & organizations every year and answer 
hundreds & hundreds of calls for wildlife advice. - The wild ones need 
us, we need you. 

 Please donate if you can.  
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If you are currently listed as a volunteer (bakers, crafters, waiters/waitresses, etc.) for White Pine, please send 
your email address to info@whitepinewildlife.org so we may use it contact you when we are organizing  an 
event. Thank you. 
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Sponsors are needed for our Benefit Auction April 2, 2008 and our 
Save the Critters Sale in the Fall. We need sponsors to fund the rental 
fees at the Eau Claire Expo Center and the advertising costs for both of 
these events. If you would like to be a sponsor please call White Pine    
715-877-2372 

A bear hides behind one of the 
trees in our bear pen. We 
strive to preserve the bear’s 
natural fear of man - their sur-
vival after release depends 
upon it. 
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 Red-tailed Hawk  
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From Marv & Edith Nauman in memory of “Natasha” , our dear Silver Persian, whom we had for 18 years. 
  

From Eileen Richmond in memory of our Collie dog, “Snickers”. I miss you every day. You were the best.  
  

From Sharon & Milt West in memory of “Maxi” & “Bunky” . A Shih-Tzu & Lhasa Apso. They were our 
kids from 1986 to 2000, 14 short years. We miss them dearly. They are buried in our yard,  I talk to them 
every day.  
  

From Don & Mary Samuelson in memory of “Patches”, our cat. He was a wonderful little Tommy. He 
owned us for 18 years. We loved him & miss him so much.  
  

From Doris Pederson in memory of my 13 year old shelter cat, “Callie”. She was such a sweety and lots of 
company. I’ll never forget her.  
  

From Pat Avery in memory of my “Kit Cat” . She was 12 ½ years old. 
  

From Karl & Jeanne Walter in memory of “Inky ”, my little black cat, tragically lost 1 year ago and still 
greatly missed. 
  

From Brenda Gruber, All Pets Great & Small, in memory of “A Beagle named Helen”  

  
From Candace Hennekens and Jerry Simpson in honor of “Spoon”. Spoon was a beautiful lady who loved her 
daily adventure walking, who smiled and talked, and who wanted nothing more than to play with the cats.  
We miss you as part of our family.  
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From Judy Brist in Honor of All of God’s Creatures & White Pine for caring for them. 
  
From The Roger Lindoo Family in Celebration  of Marie Lindoo’s 90th Birthday. Happy Birthday, Marie! 
  
From Stacy Schaefer in Honor of Benji. 
  
From Kris Robertson in Celebration of the caring people at White Pine. 
  
From Rosanne & Jim Cook in Honor of Jerry Simpson. 
  
From Louis & Eleanor Boness in gratitude for all the good work you do at White Pine 
  
From Chuck & Linda Haag  Happy Birthday to Squirrel Mom, Becky Cardinal 
  
From Ron & Jan Nyhus in Celebration of the marriage of Lisa & Mark Graff  
  
From Bruce Neeb in Honor of the recent marriage of Michael Neeb & Patty Forster. 
  
From The Motto Family in Honor of Gail Mattison’s celebration of a Special Birthday. 
  
From Melody & Jon Rutschow in celebration of Lucy. We raised her from a puppy and she is now a Leader 
Dog in Michigan. Also warmly, Adler, who we returned to Leader Dogs in September. We miss you both 


